Realism/Naturalism Study Guide
Periods 2,4,6 American Lit.

Ms. Breaux

Study Guide = 150 Quiz points (1 ½ quizzes!)

1. Define the genre of Realism:  

=2 pts.
2. Define the genre of Naturalism:

=2 pts.
3. Identify each short story or autobiography as Naturalism/Realism and explain why:

** Remember, a short story has to have at least TWO elements of Naturalism to be considered Naturalistic and not Realistic literature.

CHART =  8 pts.
	Title:
	Author:
	Genre:
	Explanation of why it is this genre:

	“Life of the Mississippi”
	Mark Twain
	Realism
	-Twain writes in detail about his life growing up in Hannibal while he was a boy = these details are realistic, and he doesn’t deal with a cruel act of fate or destiny NOR does he deal with the environment as being a rough situation that must be overcome, Therefore, it is considered Realism.

	“The Famous Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”
	
	
	

	“Outcasts of Poker Flat”
	
	
	

	“Episode of War”
	
	
	

	“Occurrence at owl Creek Bridge”
	
	
	

	“My Bondage, My Freedom”
	
	
	


COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING for each short story/narrative = 10 pts. each short story. 
	Title:
	List of THE five MAIN points that summarize the text:
	Quote two examples of Literary terms in the short story/narrative and explain WHY the author used them:
	Two examples of analysis from the short story/analysis:

	“Life of the Mississippi”
	
	
	

	“The Famous Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”
	
	
	

	“Outcasts of Poker Flat”
	
	
	

	“Episode of War”
	
	
	

	“Occurrence at owl Creek Bridge”

	
	
	

	“My Bondage, My Freedom”
	
	
	


From of “My Bondage, My Freedom”
Each multiple choice question = ¼ of a point.
____
1.
Which of the following statements best expresses Douglass’s attitude toward slavery?

	a.
	Under the care of a decent master, slavery can be a tolerable situation.

	b.
	What makes slavery evil is how comfortable it becomes.

	c.
	Slavery is only possible for children to endure.

	d.
	Slavery goes against the nature of both slaves and slaveholders.


____
2.
Douglass believes that Mrs. Auld was not suited to be a slaveholder because she lacked the necessary ____.

	a.
	physical strength
	c.
	intelligence

	b.
	Cruelty
	d.
	humanity


____
3.
One of the most successful strategies Douglass used for learning to read was

	a.
	having Mrs. Auld teach him.

	b.
	memorizing books read by Mrs. Auld.

	c.
	buying books from Mr. Knight on Thames street.

	d.
	getting his young white playmates to teach him in exchange for biscuits.


____
4.
Which of the following sentences best describes the attitudes of Douglass’s white playmates?

	a.
	The opinions of the children reflect those of their parents.

	b.
	The white children hate Frederick.

	c.
	The children believe slavery is inherently wrong.

	d.
	The children are afraid they will become slaves, too.


____
5.
In what way are Douglass’s efforts to educate himself paradoxical?

	a.
	The more he learns, the more unhappy he becomes.

	b.
	Even as he accumulates more facts, he is more uncertain of his principles.

	c.
	The faster he reads, the more books he enjoys.

	d.
	Forbidden to read as a child, he grows up to be an important writer.


____
6.
My Bondage and My Freedom reveals that in the South of its time slaves and women were both

	a.
	enemies of slavery.
	c.
	emotional rather than reasonable.

	b.
	against Christian teaching.
	d.
	subject to white male authority.


____
7.
What additional information would be most appropriate to Douglass’s autobiography?

	a.
	Mrs. Auld’s feelings about her husband

	b.
	a description of Douglass’s views about Baltimore during the 1830s

	c.
	the bookseller’s rationale for allowing Douglass to purchase a schoolbook

	d.
	what Mrs. Auld would have done if she had known of Douglass’s unhappiness


____
8.
If your reading purpose is to learn from a slave about his life, what overall conclusion can you draw about Frederick Douglass from this excerpt?

My feelings were not the result of any marked cruelty in the treatment I received; they sprung from the consideration of my being a slave at all. It was slavery—not its mere incidents—that I hated.

	a.
	Douglass was not treated badly by his owners.

	b.
	Douglass did not object to the day-to-day aspects of his life as a slave.

	c.
	Douglass thought slavery often inspired slaveholders to commit acts of cruelty.

	d.
	Douglass was a proud man who believed himself entitled to freedom.


____
9.
What does Douglass mean by saying “Conscience cannot stand much violence”?

	a.
	Conscience and violence often work together.

	b.
	Most people have no conscience.

	c.
	Compromise one belief and the conscience is easily broken down.

	d.
	Anyone with a strong conscience hates violence.


____
10.
What is the most important message of My Bondage and My Freedom?

	a.
	Slavery harms both master and slave.

	b.
	A little learning is a dangerous thing.

	c.
	Human nature cannot be changed.

	d.
	Knowledge makes slaves better workers.


____
11.
Why is it helpful to set a purpose for reading?

	a.
	It helps you understand concepts such as slavery.

	b.
	You can debate the author’s purpose for writing.

	c.
	It helps you focus on ideas and information as you read.

	d.
	You can learn about the writer’s personal experiences and attitudes.


____
12.
What might you have learned had this account been written by Master Hugh?

	a.
	Douglass’s thoughts and feelings about Mrs. Auld

	b.
	why Master Hugh believed that educating slaves was a bad thing to do

	c.
	how Douglass learned to read and write

	d.
	what caused Mrs. Auld to realize that she should stop trying to educate Douglass


____
13.
How do you know that Douglass is writing about his childhood from the point of view of an adult?

	a.
	He cannot imagine any view other than his own.

	b.
	He uses a very simple vocabulary.

	c.
	He idealizes his memories of his childhood with the Aulds.

	d.
	He interprets his childhood experiences with an adult’s insight.


____
14.
Which of the following details would help you achieve your reading purpose of understanding slavery from a slave’s point of view?

	a.
	Mrs. Auld often gave bread to the hungry.

	b.
	Little Tommy loved Mrs. Auld.

	c.
	Frederick had to sneak reading lessons from his white friends.

	d.
	Frederick’s friends studied from the Columbian Orator.


From “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”
____
15.
Which of the following quotations from this story reveals an objective point of view?

	a.
	“He was a captain.”

	b.
	“He closed his eyes in order to fix his last thoughts upon his wife and children.”

	c.
	“His whole body was racked and wrenched with an insupportable anguish!”

	d.
	“He had not known that he lived in so wild a region.”


____
16.
Why does the author describe how Peyton Farquhar reacts to the sound of his watch?

	a.
	to show that Farquhar’s sense perceptions had become very distorted

	b.
	to illustrate the cruelty of the Union soldiers

	c.
	to explain why Farquhar had come to the bridge

	d.
	to draw a parallel between Farquhar and his executioners


____
17.
In order to understand the relationship between the three distinct parts of the story, the reader must clarify

	a.
	how a civilian like Farquhar became a military prisoner.

	b.
	shifts in the geographical setting.

	c.
	the sequence of events.

	d.
	the story’s several conflicting attitudes about the Civil War.


____
18.
Which of the following contributes most to the feeling of suspense in “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”?

	a.
	the vivid descriptions of the physical setting

	b.
	the unexpected sequence in which the events are related

	c.
	the emotionless description of the procedures used to prepare for the hanging

	d.
	the sympathetic depiction of Peyton Farquhar’s personality


____
19.
Bierce encourages the reader to sympathize with Peyton Farquhar by

	a.
	distorting the passage of time.

	b.
	portraying the executioners as cruel.

	c.
	including details about Farquhar’s family.

	d.
	implying that Farquhar is innocent.


____
20.
When Peyton Farquhar suggests sabotage, the Federal scout suggests that the bridge can be burned down. What does this say about the scout’s character?

	a.
	He is an honest and straightforward man.

	b.
	He is an arsonist at heart.

	c.
	He is not above setting up Farquhar.

	d.
	He dislikes his commandant.


____
21.
What points of view does Bierce use in this story?

	a.
	objective as well as first person
	c.
	first person and third person

	b.
	objective and third-person limited
	d.
	Only third-person limited


____
22.
Why does Peyton Farquhar fall through the bridge at the beginning of Part III?

	a.
	He has escaped.
	c.
	He has been hanged.

	b.
	The bridge collapses.
	d.
	One of the soldiers has freed him.


____
23.
What is the main function of the flashback in this story?

	a.
	to describe the effects of the war on women and children

	b.
	to provide insight into the treacherous nature of the Union soldiers

	c.
	to generate sympathy for the Southern cause

	d.
	to explain why Peyton Farquhar is being hanged


____
24.
Which message is Bierce trying to convey in this story?

	a.
	People often get themselves into trouble by taking foolish risks.

	b.
	Whatever can go wrong, probably will.

	c.
	Soldiers must follow orders regardless of their personal feelings.

	d.
	War makes men cruel and indifferent to human life.


____
25.
Which event happens first in the true sequence of events?

	a.
	Farquhar stands on the Owl Creek bridge with his neck “in the hemp.”

	b.
	Farquhar’s wife brings the soldier water.

	c.
	The rope breaks, causing Farquhar to fall into the water.

	d.
	Farquhar runs to greet his wife with open arms.


____
26.
Which of the following excerpts provides a clue that certain events occur in Peyton Farquhar’s imagination rather than in reality?

	a.
	“. . . he had frequented camps enough to know the dread significance of that deliberate, drawing, aspirated chant . . .”

	b.
	“The trees upon the bank were giant garden plants; he noted a definite order in their arrangement, inhaled the fragrance of their blooms.”

	c.
	“Suddenly he heard a sharp report and something struck the water smartly within a few inches of his head, spattering his face with spray.”

	d.
	“At last he found a road which led him in what he knew to be the right direction.”


____
27.
Why is the narrator surprised to find Peyton Farquhar about to be hanged?

	a.
	Farquhar looks kindly and is a gentleman.

	b.
	Hanging has been outlawed in Alabama.

	c.
	Farquhar is already dead.

	d.
	Only gentleman are hanged in Alabama.


____
28.
Which of the following excerpts shows a limited third-person point of view?

	a.
	“Peyton Farquhar was a well-to-do planter, of an old and highly respected Alabama family.”

	b.
	“The company faced the bridge, staring stonily, motionless.”

	c.
	“The power of thought was restored; he knew that the rope had broken and he had fallen into the stream.”

	d.
	“The man’s hands were behind his back, the wrists bound with a cord.”


From “The Outcasts of Poker Flat”

___
45.
Which of the following best describes the feelings that the four outcasts have about one another immediately after they are driven out of Poker Flat?

	a.
	interest and concern
	c.
	Fear and suspicion

	b.
	hostility and indifference
	d.
	kindness and affection


____
46.
What important plot development is brought on by Uncle Billy’s stealing of the mules?

	a.
	It strands the rest of the travelers.

	b.
	It establishes Uncle Billy as a thief and “outcast.”

	c.
	It causes the rest of the group to distrust Uncle Billy.

	d.
	It removes Uncle Billy from the cast of characters.


____
47.
What is the main message of “The Outcasts of Poker Flat”?

	a.
	Living a life of crime is not always wrong.

	b.
	People who commit crimes will ultimately be punished by society.

	c.
	People’s attitudes about criminals change when they learn why criminals turn to a life of crime.

	d.
	Punishment without justice is as bad as the crime.


____
48.
Which is the most likely reason the author includes the character of the Duchess in “The Outcasts of Poker Flat”?

	a.
	to provide a romantic interest for Mr. Oakhurst

	b.
	to represent women as part of the group of outcasts

	c.
	to provide a reason for the group to stop halfway to Sandy Bar

	d.
	to compare and contrast with the character of Piney


____
49.
The fact that Mother Shipton refers to Piney as “the child” suggests that she

	a.
	cares for Piney and wants to help her.

	b.
	wants to become Piney’s legal mother.

	c.
	disapproves of Piney’s marriage.

	d.
	thinks Piney is behaving selfishly.


____
50.
Which motto best describes Uncle Billy’s actions?

	a.
	Every man for himself.

	b.
	All for one and one for all.

	c.
	A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.

	d.
	Don’t put off until tomorrow what you can do today.


____
51.
Which excerpt gives the reader a sense of the regional aspects of the story?

	a.
	“Two or three men, conversing earnestly together, ceased as he approached, and exchanged significant glances.”

	b.
	“Mr. Oakhurst received his sentence with philosophic calmness, none the less coolly that he was aware of the hesitation of his judges.”

	c.
	“He bestirred himself in dusting his black clothes, washing his hands and face, and other acts characteristic of his studiously neat habits, and for a moment forgot his annoyance.”

	d.
	“But at the head of the gulch, on one of the largest pine trees, they found the deuce of clubs pinned to the bark with a bowie knife.”


___
52.
Which word best characterizes the author’s attitude toward the outcasts in “The Outcasts of Poker Flat”?

	a.
	Resentment
	c.
	sympathy

	b.
	Superiority
	d.
	condemnation


____
53.
The statement “it was only in such easily established standards of evil that Poker Flat ventured to sit in judgment” tells the reader that Poker Flat

	a.
	had recently hired a sheriff.
	c.
	is an example of a model community.

	b.
	was usually lax in law enforcement.
	d.
	did not tolerate injustice.


____
54.
Which of the following words best describe Mr. Oakhurst’s character?

	a.
	intelligent and reserved
	c.
	shy and cautious

	b.
	warm and enthusiastic
	d.
	cruel and cunning


____
55.
Which question would be most helpful to ask after learning that Mother Shipton has died?

	a.
	Why was her character considered expendable?

	b.
	Was she “redeemed” after this unselfish act?

	c.
	Will her death cause any characters to change their plan of action?

	d.
	Will her rations be given only to Piney or shared with the group?


___
56.
What is the most important effect that Tom Simson and Piney Woods have on the outcasts?

	a.
	They encourage the outcasts to develop a more realistic and practical attitude about their situation.

	b.
	They convince the outcasts that it is possible for them to return to Poker Flat.

	c.
	They motivate the outcasts to become devoutly religious and to ask for forgiveness for past mistakes.

	d.
	They bring out the best in each of the outcasts.


____
57.
Harte tells the reader that before Mr. Oakhurst parted from the group with Tom Simson, “He turned suddenly, and kissed the Duchess, leaving her pallid face aflame and her trembling limbs rigid with amazement.” What can the reader infer from this scene?

	a.
	The Duchess did not enjoy being kissed.

	b.
	Mr. Oakhurst had already decided not to return to the camp.

	c.
	The Duchess was angry at Mr. Oakhurst for ridiculing her.

	d.
	The Duchess believed that Mr. Oakhurst planned to marry her.


____
58.
Which element of the story shows most clearly that “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” is an example of regional literature?

	a.
	the point of view from which the story is told

	b.
	the dialect of the narrator

	c.
	the circumstances under which the outcasts become stranded

	d.
	the time of year in which the story is set


“An Episode of War”
____
60.
“An Episode of War” is the story of

	a.
	a young soldier named Willie.
	c.
	the Battle at Gettysburg.

	b.
	how a lieutenant lost his arm.
	d.
	a conflict between a soldier and a doctor.


____
61.
Which statement best explains why “An Episode of War” may be viewed as a naturalistic story?

	a.
	It takes place outdoors.

	b.
	In this tale an ordinary man’s life is shaped by a force he cannot control, but he endures this life-changing event with strength and dignity.

	c.
	It shows the harsh realities of everyday life rather than an optimistic view of the world.

	d.
	It shows the sentimental side of war.


____
62.
In “An Episode of War,”Crane seldom directly reveals the lieutenant’s thoughts or feelings. He may have chosen to do this to show

	a.
	that a good soldier has no feelings.

	b.
	how fascinated the lieutenant has become with the war.

	c.
	that the lieutenant likes to observe events around him.

	d.
	how his injury has stunned or shocked the lieutenant.


____
64.
As you read “An Episode of War,” thinking about the grave injuries inflicted during the Civil War makes you

	a.
	better able to envision the setting. 

	b.
	more likely to think the lieutenant is going to have complications with his wound.

	c.
	better able to laugh at the humorous parts.

	d.
	more likely to notice details about the lieutenant’s wife, mother, and sisters.


____
65.
In “An Episode of War,” the fact that the lieutenant can now “see many things which as a participant in the fight were unkown to him” helps to emphasize that

	a.
	his injury has transformed his role in the war and his perspective on the world around him.

	b.
	that war is a waste.

	c.
	that wounded men are often treated as “non-people.”

	d.
	that the complex machinery or war is an “aggregation of wheels, levers, and motors.”


____
66.
By describing a  battery of men engaged in battle as an “aggregation of wheels, levers, and motors,” with “a beautiful unity,”what does Crane emphasize about the wounded lieutenant?

	a.
	He is alone.

	b.
	He is an outsider now who has no place in the machnery of war.

	c.
	He has become more observant.

	d.
	He is witnessing something noble and patriotic.


____
67.
If you make predictions about the fate of the lieutenant’s arm in “An Episode of War,” you must

	a.
	believe that the story will end happily.

	b.
	recognize the story’s witty tone.

	c.
	consider the medical situation in its historical context.

	d.
	assume the doctor is telling the truth.


____
68.
In “An Episode of War,” details such as the rubber blanket, neat squares of coffee, breast-work, puffs of white smoke in the woods, and even an ashen looking man smoking a corncob pipe all serve to heighten the ____ of the story.

	a.
	Naturalism
	c.
	romanticism

	b.
	Sentimentalism
	d.
	realism


____
69.
Realism is the name given to a literary movement that

	a.
	was the foundation for Romanticism.

	b.
	focused on showing that people’s lives are often shaped by forces they can’t understand or control.

	c.
	focused on ordinary people faced with the harsh realities of everyday life.

	d.
	grew out of Naturalism.


____
71.
In “An Episode of War,” why do you suppose Crane chose not to depict the amputation procedure?

	a.
	It was too gruesome.

	b.
	He couldn’t find out what such an experience was like.

	c.
	He didn’t want to shock his readers.

	d.
	He wanted to focus the story on the lieutenant’s changing perspective on life.


____
72.
To better understand the lieutenant’s battlefield experiences in “An Episode of War,” you must consider your knowledge of

	a.
	the 1990 Persian Gulf War.

	b.
	the terrible conditions facing injured Civil War soldiers.

	c.
	the lieutenant’s military training.

	d.
	the lieutenant’s relationship with his soldiers.


Vocabulary and Grammar
____
73.
The word most opposite in meaning to congenial is ____.

	a.
	Friendly
	c.
	thickened

	b.
	Hostile
	d.
	thinned


____
75.
The word most nearly opposite in meaning to stringency is ____.

	a.
	Strictness
	c.
	harshness

	b.
	Leniency
	d.
	charity


____
77.
Because she was so ____ when he first arrived there, Douglass says that Mrs. Auld was a model of affection and tenderness.

	a.
	Depraved
	c.
	stringent

	b.
	Benevolent
	d.
	affected


____
80.
When Peyton Farquhar swings through “unthinkable arcs of oscillation,” he swings

	a.
	through thick fog.
	c.
	With a vertical motion.

	b.
	like a pendulum.
	d.
	With wrenching pain.


____
82.
Which word is closest in meaning to the italicized word in the phrase “. . . will be summarily hanged”?

	a.
	Quietly
	c.
	justifiably

	b.
	Promptly
	d.
	brutally


____
85.
What is the probable result of a “monotonous narrative”?

	a.
	Listeners will be educated.

	b.
	Listeners will be bored.

	c.
	Listeners will either strongly agree or disagree with the speaker.

	d.
	Listeners will be inspired to fight for the speaker’s cause.


____
86.
Who is best described as garrulous in “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”?

	a.
	the narrator
	c.
	Jim Smiley

	b.
	Simon Wheeler
	d.
	the stranger


____
87.
The double negatives used in Twain’s “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” are used to convey

	a.
	ignorance.
	c.
	an emphatic negative.

	b.
	humor.
	d.
	regional dialect.


____
88.
The drayman’s “prodigious voice” in “The Boys’ Ambition” makes him well suited to

	a.
	alert the town.
	c.
	be an apprentice engineer.

	b.
	drive a dray.
	d.
	Pilot the river.


____
89.
What is the meaning of the phrase “hadn’t no” in “he hadn’t no idea”?

	a.
	Had
	c.
	Had no

	b.
	had any
	d.
	Had not no


____
90.
Which term is closest to the meaning of the italicized word in this excerpt?

[T]he lovers . . . sang with great earnestness and vociferation.

	a.
	Loudness
	c.
	interpretation

	b.
	Sincerity
	d.
	melodic accuracy


____
91.
Which word is the coordinating conjunction in this sentence?

They slept all that day and the next, nor did they waken when voices and footsteps broke the silence of the camp.

	a.
	All
	c.
	Nor

	b.
	When
	d.
	Of


____
92.
Uncle Billy is described as a bellicose person who is given to using anathemas. Which best describes this character?

	a.
	a mean man given to drinking
	c.
	a thief given to lying

	b.
	an ornery man given to cursing
	d.
	a drunk given to abusing medication


____
93.
Which excerpt from the selection was made by someone with a querulous attitude?

	a.
	“Tommy, you’re a good little man.”

	b.
	“Just you go out there and cuss, and see.”

	c.
	“There’s one chance in a hundred to save her yet.”

	d.
	“You are not going, too?”


____
94.
Which word is the coordinating conjunction in this excerpt?

But Mr. Oakhurst knew that scarcely half the journey to Sandy Bar was accomplished, and the party were not equipped or provisioned for delay.

	a.
	To
	c.
	Not

	b.
	And
	d.
	For


____
95.
“An Episode of War” focuses on a wounded ____, rather than on an aggregation of wounded soldiers.

	a.
	Individual
	c.
	congregation

	b.
	Platoon
	d.
	army


____
96.
The lieutenant looks disdainfully, or ____ toward the woods.

	a.
	Scornfully
	c.
	sympathetically

	b.
	Harshly
	d.
	considerately


____
97.
When the lieutenant leaves the front line, he sees a scene that looks just ____ a historical painting.

	a.
	as if
	c.
	as though

	b.
	Like
	d.
	As


____
98.
The officer who bandages the lieutenant’s wound makes the lieutenant feel ____ he doesn’t know how to be properly wounded.

	a.
	Like
	c.
	just like

	b.
	as if
	d.
	As


____
99.
The lieutenant stood looking at the distant forest, ____ contemplating how it was that a bullet could emerge from those woods and strike a man, forever changing his life.

	a.
	Like
	c.
	as if

	b.
	kind of
	d.
	As


____
100.
By making the emotions and thoughts of the soldier ____, Crane emphasizes both his dignity and stupefaction.

	a.
	continuously disdainful
	c.
	precipitous

	b.
	an aggregation of vivid impressions
	d.
	nearly inscrutable


