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III. Writing

IV. Conventions
A Note on Reading Passages

The questions for Content Domains I and II will be based on informational and literary

passages. Informational passages (nonfiction) typically share knowledge and/or convey

messages, give instructions, or relate ideas by making connections between the familiar and

unfamiliar. Informational writing is most commonly found in academic, personal, and/or jobrelated

areas. Examples of informational writing include: letters, biographical accounts,

definitions, directions, abstracts, essays, reviews, and critiques. You can find informational

passages in newspapers, magazines, and textbooks. Here is a short sample of what an

analyze, and apply knowledge of the structures and

characteristics of American fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama and

provide evidence from the work to support understanding􀃌
This standard is the most comprehensive of all the standards for the American Literature

and Composition EOCT. It encompasses all forms of American literature. You must draw

upon your knowledge of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama to answer questions in this

domain. To review, you should refresh your knowledge of these different genres, of

common literary terms, and of terms specific to certain types of literature.

FICTION CHRONOLOGY
In the fiction section of this standard, you will be asked questions about literary elements

found in works of American fiction from different time periods. In addition to the literary

terms discussed above, you will need to review terms more specific to fiction. These

include terms relating to the work’s structure. The most common structure of a novel or

story is chronological. The story is arranged in order of time from the beginning to the

end. The following structures are less common:

An epistolary novel is a novel written in the form of letters. There may be several letter

writers, but the author is omniscient. Daniel Keyes’ Flowers for Algernon is an example

of contemporary epistolary novel.

In a frame narrative, a story is told within a story. A narrator often relates the story. The

Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder is an example.

In medias res is a Latin term for “in the middle of things.” The novel or story begins with

a significant moment. The rest of the novel fills in the events leading up to the significant

moment. Flashback is used extensively in this novel structure. The Jungle by Sinclair

Lewis is written in this structure.

End rhyme Rhymes that occur at the end

of a line of poetry; the most

common type of rhyme

My dog was bad,

Now I am mad.

Internal rhyme Rhyme occurring within a

line of poetry

The first line from Edgar Allen Poe’s

poem “The Raven”:

“Once upon a midnight dreary, while I

pondered, weak and weary,”

Slant rhyme Also called a near rhyme,

half rhyme, or off rhyme.
The final consonant sounds

are the same but the vowel

sounds are different.

parable and shell, green and gone, bone

and moon

Consonance A kind of slant rhyme.

Words have the same

beginning and ending

consonant sounds but a

different vowel.

chitter and chatter, spoiled and spilled

Assonance Not a true rhyme. Uses

repetition of similar vowel

sounds. May occur in the

initial vowel as in

alliteration.

All and awful, feet and sweep, lake and

Fate

Allusion: An implied or indirect reference to a person, place, or thing that is fictitious,

historical, or real. For example, if you call a situation a catch-22, you are alluding to

Joseph Heller’s novel Catch-22, which describes a problematic situation in which there is

no right or easy answer.

Conceit: An elaborate or extended simile or metaphor. Colonial poet Anne Bradstreet

used a conceit when she compared her husband to the sun.

Metonymy: A figure of speech where the name of a thing is being substituted for another

word or term closely associated with it. For example, we may use the White House to

refer to the president.

Synecdoche: A figure of speech closely related to metonymy. A part is used to represent

the whole or vice versa. Examples include using hands to refer to sailors or wheels to

represent cars.

What’s with All the Drama?

Tragedies and comedies are not the only kinds of

drama. Here’s a short list of the other kinds of

drama you’ll be expected to recognize.

A political drama is a drama or play with a

political component, advocating a certain point of

view or describing a political event.

Modern drama, like all modern literature,

explores themes of alienation and

disconnectedness. Modern drama, which became

popular in the early 1900s, strives to let the

audience feel as if it is peering in on real-life

situations and experiencing real-life emotions.

The theatre of the absurd refers to plays written

in the 1950s and 1960s with the basic belief that

human existence is absurd, or without meaning.

The play itself often lacks the usual conventions of

plot, character, or setting. Edward Albee’s The

American Dream (1960) is considered the first

American absurdist drama.

Still Confused About Themes?

Here are some more points to consider:

Does the title suggest the theme?

How does the main character change by the end of the passage?

Does the change reflect the theme?

Are there any symbols in the work? (Symbols are often clues to the theme.)

Questions in this standard will also ask you to analyze and compare universal themes

characteristic of American literature. These include American individualism, the

American dream, cultural diversity, and tolerance.

American individualism is one of the most pervasive themes in American literature. The

colonists who first arrived in North America came seeking freedom to practice their

individual religion. Others came looking for opportunities that they could not get in

closed, class-based societies. Since those early days, Americans have celebrated

individual ambition and achievement. The self-made man is a common theme in

American literature.

American individualism is closely linked to the American dream, the idea that anyone in

the United States can become whatever he or she wants to become. Generally, the

American dream includes achieving a certain level of prosperity through hard work,

determination, and perseverance.

Cultural diversity is also a universal theme in American literature. Although there are

examples to the contrary, America has always welcomed individuals of diverse

backgrounds to the United States. A central metaphor for the United States is that of the

melting pot, where different groups of people come together to become Americans. Some

people argue that the United States is more like a salad bowl, where each element retains

its separate identity while making up part of the whole. Whether you are a melting pot or

a salad bowl believer, you cannot deny that American literature reflects this cultural

diversity.

Tolerance is another theme found in American literature. Religious tolerance was one of

the earliest principles in American life. Much of American literature discusses how well

America and its citizens have done in their quest for tolerance.

Questions for this standard might include paired passages. You may be asked to compare

and contrast the presentation of universal themes in the paired passages. For example,

one passage might be from Ralph Ellison’s novel Invisible Man, about an African

American’s struggle to regain his identity. Another passage might be an excerpt from

Kate Chopin’s The Awakening, a novel about a woman’s awakening to her identity. A

question related to both passages might look like this:

Which universal theme of American literature is MOST apparent in both

passages?

A individualism

B American dream

C cultural diversity

D equality

Native American Period, pre-1620–1840. Native American literature is an oral tradition

of song and stories. Any written literature is an account of these songs and stories. Much
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of Native American literature focuses on the natural world and the sacred world, and the

importance of land and place. The dates for this period refer to the period of Native

American dominance in the New World.

Colonial Period, 1620-1750. During this period, the newly arrived colonists were

settling in, creating villages and towns and establishing new governments, while

protesting the regime of the old one ruled by the British. Literature of this period reflects

the religious influence of the Puritans. Famous writers include William Bradford, who

writes about the establishment of the new colony; Anne Bradstreet, whose poetry focuses

on daily life and family relationships; and Jonathan Edwards, a Puritan minister whose

writing reflects the moral attitudes of the time.

Revolutionary Period and Nationalism, 1750-1815. During this period, American

writers focused on explaining and justifying the Revolution. Political writings by Thomas

Paine, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson belong to this time period. With the

revolution behind them, Americans found time to ponder what it really meant to be

American. An even greater focus on nationalism, patriotism, and American identity arose

following the War of 1812, which removed the last British troops from North America.

Romanticism and Transcendentalism, 1800-1855. Romanticism was a philosophical

attitude that developed in reaction to previous decades in which reason and rational

thought dominated. Writers celebrated individualism, nature, imagination, creativity, and

emotions. As Americans expanded westward, the rebellious spirit of romanticism guided

them, and as eastern cities such as Boston and New York became centers of intellectual

thought and culture, the romantic ideal inspired them to ask questions and pursue lively

philosophical debates. The philosophy of transcendentalism, exemplified by Ralph

Waldo Emerson, eventually evolved; it stressed respect for the individual and the

intuitive pursuit of a greater truth. Writers from this period include Washington Irving,

Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and

Henry David Thoreau.

Realism, 1850-1900. This period, which includes the Civil War, significant industrial

invention, and extensive westward expansion, is one of the most turbulent and creative in

American history. Hinting at the modern movement yet to come, writers turned to realism

in an effort to articulate the tensions and complex events of the time. Authors made it

their mission to convey the reality of life, harsh as it might seem. Characters reflected

real people, determined yet flawed, struggling to overcome the difficulties of war, family,

natural disasters, and human weaknesses. Some authors, such as Mark Twain, focused on

a particular region of the country, seeking to accurately represent the culture and beliefs

by presenting its local color. This literature emphasized accurate portrayals of the

physical landscape as well as the habits and the speech of the area’s people. Other writers

of this period include Ambrose Bierce, Stephen Crane, Willa Cather, and poet Emily

Dickinson.

Naturalism, 1880-1940. This period, which overlaps with realism, was an extension of

realism. Writers during this period focused on grim reality, observing characters much as

scientists might observe animals. They sought to discover the natural laws that govern

human lives. Unlike the transcendentalists, naturalists viewed nature as indifferent, not

noble. The characters in these works were often helpless victims of nature, the

environment, and their own heritage. Writers of this period include Frank Norris,

Theodore Dreiser, Jack London, and James T. Farrell.

Modern Period, 1900-1950. Wars, economic prosperity along with depression,

commercialism, and increased population marked the first half of the twentieth century in

the United States. The independent, individualistic spirit that was distinctively American

seemed threatened. Writers such as Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and T. S.

Eliot explored themes of alienation and change and confronted people’s fears and

disillusionments. During this time, African-American literature flourished, inspired by

writers such as Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston of the Harlem Renaissance.

Characteristics of modern literature include extensive use of symbolism, irony, and

understatement. Writers experimented with new techniques, such as stream of

consciousness, in which the random, seemingly unconnected thoughts of a character are

revealed. Readers must often use a good deal of inference to understand character and

theme, as meaning is suggested more than directly stated.

Postmodern Period, 1950-present. This period included unprecedented prosperity, the

civil rights movement, the women’s rights movement, the end of the Cold War, and the

transformation of the world order. Writers of this period embraced this dismantling of the

old reality. Postmodernists blurred reality and created nontraditional works without

traditional structure or narrative. Its writings were often cynical and ironic, concentrating

on surface realities and the absurdity of daily life. Distinctions between high and low

culture were also distorted. This period also addressed social issues related to gender and

race. Beat poets like Jack Kerouac, William S. Burroughs, and Allen Ginsberg are

postmodernists. Other writers of this period include Norman Mailer, J. D. Salinger, Kurt

Vonnegut, and Joyce Carol Oates.

Literary

Movement

Time Period Characteristics of

the Movement

Representative Authors

and Their Works

Native American

Period

Pre-1620-

1840

Celebrates the

natural and spiritual

worlds

Oral tradition; original

authors and works are

largely unknown.

Colonial Period 1620-1750 Focuses on

historical events,

daily life, moral

attitudes

(Puritanism),

political unrest

William Bradford (Of

Plymouth Plantation), Anne

Bradstreet (“To My Dear

and Loving Husband,” “The

Author to Her Book”),

Jonathan Edwards (Sinners

in the Hands of an Angry

God), Benjamin Franklin

(Poor Richard’s Almanack)
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Literary

Movement

Time Period Characteristics of

the Movement

Representative Authors

and Their Works

Revolutionary

Period and

Nationalism

1750-1815 Celebrates

nationalism and

patriotism and

examines what it

means to be

“American”

Political writings by

Thomas Paine, Benjamin

Franklin, and Thomas

Jefferson

Romanticism and

Transcendentalism

1800-1855 Celebrates

individualism,

nature, imagination,

emotions

Washington Irving

(“Legend of Sleepy

Hollow”), Nathaniel

Hawthorne (The Scarlet

Letter), Herman Melville

(Moby Dick), Walt Whitman

(Leaves of Grass), Ralph

Waldo Emerson (“Self-

Reliance”), Henry David

Thoreau (Walden)

Realism 1850-1900 Examines realities

of life, human

frailty; regional

culture (local color)

Ambrose Bierce

(“Occurrence at Owl Creek

Bridge”), Stephen Crane

(The Red Badge of

Courage), Willa Cather (O

Pioneers), Emily Dickinson

(“Because I Could Not Stop

for Death”), Mark Twain

(Huckleberry Finn)

Naturalism 1880-1940 Views life as a set

of natural laws to

be discovered

Theodore Dreiser (Sister

Carrie), James T. Farrell

(Studs Lonigan: A Trilogy),

Jack London (The Sea-

Wolf), Frank Norris (The

Octopus)

Modern Period 1900-1950 Themes of

alienation,

disconnectedness;

experiments with

new techniques; use

of irony and

understatement

T. S. Eliot (The Waste

Land), William Faulkner

(The Sound and the Fury),

F. Scott Fitzgerald (The

Great Gatsby), Ernest

Hemingway (For Whom the

Bell Tolls), Langston

Hughes (“Theme for

English B”), Zora Neale

Hurston (Their Eyes Were

Watching God)

Postmodern Period 1950-present Nontraditional

topics and

structures; embrace

of changing reality

Norman Mailer (The Armies

of the Night), Joyce Carol

Oates (Bellefleur),

J.D.Salinger (Catcher in the

Rye), Kurt Vonnegut

(Breakfast of Champions)

􀃌Organize a writing sample􀃌
This standard is one of the shortest on the EOCT, but it may also be one of the most

difficult. You must apply what you know about grammar, usage, and style to create an

organized writing sample that sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent

focus throughout, and signals closure. You will be tested on a variety of passages such as

letters, reports, essays, journals, and newspaper articles.

The main idea can often be found in one or more of these places:

The title

The thesis statement

The conclusion

The subordinate, or supporting, ideas of a passage can often be found in one or more of

these places:

The topic sentence of each paragraph

The body paragraphs

In a well-written passage, you’ll find evidence to support main and subordinate ideas in

the body paragraphs. This evidence might include:

Anecdotes

Descriptions

Facts

Statistics

may look like this:

Which sentence does NOT fit with the main idea of the report?

Which sentence is the BEST thesis for this passage?

The Secrets of Organization

A gifted writer knows that there are many ways to organize information.

Different topics require different structures. Some of the more common ways

to organize a passage include:

Chronological order

Cause and effect

Compare and contrast

Asking and answering questions

A writer’s choice of structure depends on the point he or she wants to make. A

persuasive essay, for example, may start with “Why should you recycle?” and

then be followed by the answer in a series of well-supported paragraphs.

The questions on the EOCT that address the main idea or subordinate ideas in a passage

Writing Around People

1) Each writer has his or her own composing process. 2) Some writers produce formal

outlines before they begin writing a story or novel. 3) Other writers do not even know

how a story will end until they actually write the conclusion. 4) Similarly, where authors

choose to write also varies. 5) While the image we have of a writer is frequently that of a

solitary, isolated individual, poring over sheets of paper, such is rarely the case. 6) In fact,

writing tends to be a social endeavor. 7) Many writers wrote some of their best work with

other people nearby. 8) Mark Twain, for example, wrote the novels Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court while sitting in a small octagonal building

with windows on all sides so he could write while his children played in the yard around

him. 9) Twain’s children have the last name Clemens, because Mark Twain’s real name

was Samuel Clemens. 10) Ernest Hemingway, too, wrote many of his stories and novels

sitting at a table in a busy café in Paris. 11) Kate Chopin wrote on a special “lap desk”

that she could carry with her. 12) As her children played and moved from place to place,

she could place her things in the small desk, pack it up, and follow them. 13) Wherever

her children stopped, she stopped too; while they played, she worked.

Try this on the sample essay below:

1 Which statement is the BEST thesis for this passage?

A Some writers do their best work when surrounded by people.

B Each writer has his or her own organizational style.

C A lap desk freed writer Kate Chopin from the limitations of working indoors at a

regular desk.

D Mark Twain was unable to write unless he could see his children playing outside.

2 Which sentence would be the BEST topic sentence for the second paragraph?

A Sentence 4

B Sentence 7

C Sentence 8

D Sentence 13

3 Which information does NOT belong in the passage?

A Sentence 1

B Sentence 3

C Sentence 9

D Sentence 10

For the first question, having an idea of what the main idea of these paragraphs is will

lead you to the right answer. Are the paragraphs mostly about Kate Chopin or Mark

Twain? They are not, so answer choices C and D are too specific to act as a good thesis

For the first question, having an idea of what the main idea of these paragraphs is will

lead you to the right answer. Are the paragraphs mostly about Kate Chopin or Mark

Twain? They are not, so answer choices C and D are too specific to act as a good thesis

for the passage. This leaves A and B. B is certainly part of the passage, but choice A is

more closely related to all of the content. It is the BEST answer.

For the second question, your goal is to find the sentence in the two paragraphs that can

serve as the topic sentence for the second paragraph. That paragraph is a series of

examples without a topic sentence. Since well-developed paragraphs group ideas together

in an intelligent and logical manner, moving Sentence 7 to the start of the second

paragraph makes the most sense. Choice B is correct.

For the third question, knowing the thesis will help you to identify inappropriate

information or anecdotes. The essay is about the writing process. Choices A and B

elaborate on the writing process. Choice D gives a specific example of how one

writer Mark Twain—worked. The information about Twain’s pen name and his

children’s names is not necessary. The correct answer is choice C.

(1) To pick daisies, my friends and I went down to the lake later that evening.

Which, if any, would be the BEST way to revise Sentence 1?

A My friends and I, later that evening, we went down to the lake to pick daisies.

B To pick daisies, later that evening my friends and I went down to the lake.

C Later that evening, my friends and I went down to the lake to pick daisies.

D Leave as is

The correct answer is C because it rewrites the sentence most clearly.

Sample Questions for Content Domain III

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. After you have answered

all the questions, check your answers in the “Answers to the Content Domain III Sample

Questions” section that follows. That section will give you the correct answer to each

question, and it will explain why the other answer choices are incorrect.

A Review of Our Town

(1) Written by American playwright Thornton Wilder, Our Town tells the story of Emily

Gibbs, a young woman living in the town of Grover’s Corners. (2) Since it was first produced

in 1938, Our Town has been inspiring audiences across the country and around the world. (3)

Wilder received his second Pulitzer Prize for this drama (Lewis, 54). (4) The play is notable

for its innovative staging. (5) While many plays feature extensive stage props and scenery,

Our Town features little more than chairs for the actors to sit on. (6) Even when Emily and her

friends sip sodas at a local store, the actors pretend to hold beverages. (7) Wilder wanted to

place the focus directly on the characters themselves, rather than on irrelevant elements.

(8) Our Town, written as events in Europe were building toward World War II, was Wilder's

attempt to draw Americans’ focus to the small things in life that make it worthwhile.

Works Cited

Lewis, John. Our Town: A Critical Look. New York: Playwright Editions, 2004.
1 Which is the best placement for Sentence 3?

A before sentence 1

B after sentence 6

C after sentence 7

D leave as is

2 What is the main purpose of the passage?

A to describe the life of Thornton Wilder

B to promote a local production of Our Town

C to provide a brief overview of Our Town

D to offer a traveler’s guide to Grover’s Corners

3 Which sentence, if included, would disrupt the formal tone of the passage?

A Thornton Wilder won lots of prizes for other things he wrote.

B The staging of the play shocked the first people to see it.

C The early reviews of Our Town were quite enthusiastic.

D Over the years, Our Town has become increasingly popular.

4 Which is the BEST way to write Sentence 1?

A Written by American playwright Thornton Wilder, Our Town is telling the story

of Emily Gibbs, a young woman living in the town of Grover’s Corners.

B Our Town, written by American playwright Thornton Wilder, the story of Emily

Gibbs, a young woman living in the town of Grover’s Corners.

C The story of Emily Gibbs, telling about a young woman living in the town of

Grover’s Corners, written by American playwright Thornton Wilder, and is called

Our Town.

D Leave as is

Staging of Our Town

The play opens when a character called the Stage Manager introduces the town and the

characters.

Lewis, 74

5 Where would the information from this note card BEST fit in the passage?

A after sentence 1

B after sentence 4

C after sentence 7

D does not belong in the passage

1. Answer: C Standard: Organize a writing sample

When you read sentence 3, you realize that it provides information about the play, but it

also interrupts the discussion of the play itself. Choices B and D are incorrect because

that sentence would interrupt the description of the play. Choice A is incorrect because it

would put detailed information about the play before the play is even mentioned. Choice

C is correct, because it puts the sentence where it does not interrupt and provides a sort of

closure for the passage.

2. Answer: C Standard: Demonstrate ability to convey information and ideas from

primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently

In order to determine purpose, you need to look at what kind of information the passage

contains. While the passage contains some information relevant to Choice A, it is not a

biography of Wilder. This information could be used to promote a production of the play,

but Choice B is incorrect because the passage contains no details on when or where the

play will be staged. Choice D is incorrect because Grover’s Corners is a fictional place.

Choice C, therefore, is correct. The purpose of the passage is to provide an overview of

the play.

3. Answer: A Standard: Use the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate

writing

The question asks you to consider the context of the passage; that means consider the

purpose and the audience as well as the content. When you read the answer choices to

this question, one clearly uses more informal language, choice A. The phrases, “lots of

prizes” and “other things he wrote,” are too informal for something that will be read by

the general public. Each of the other choices would be appropriate in content and style if

added to the passage.

4. Answer: D Standard: Use the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate

writing

When you are asked to choose the best way to write a sentence, you must read every

answer choice as well as the original sentence in the passage. In this case, the original

sentence was correct so the answer is D, “Leave as is.” Both A and C are written

unclearly and B is a fragment and grammatically incorrect.

5. Answer: B Standard: Demonstrate ability to convey information and ideas from

primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently

Sentence 4 introduces the topic of staging in Our Town. The information on the note card

provides more information on this topic. Choice D is, therefore, incorrect. Choices A and

C are incorrect because they are not close to the sentences on staging. Choice B is correct

because it is the best location for the new information

􀃌Demonstrate understanding of Standard American English􀃌
To test your knowledge of Standard American English, you will be asked to identify and

correct the grammatical errors in a passage. You may also be tested on different methods

of sentence construction.

The list below identifies some of the topics you can expect to see on the EOCT.

Main and subordinate clauses

Gerund, participial, and infinitive phrases

Punctuation marks (e.g., end punctuation, commas, colons, semicolons, quotation

marks, ellipses, and hyphens)

Verb tense consistency and agreement

Precise word choice

Spelling

Parallel structure

If any of these terms are unfamiliar to you, please

talk to your teacher or look them up in a grammar

handbook. Each of these topics has a number of

subtopics and rules associated with it, so it is

important that you use resource materials that will

give you this information. All questions for this

domain will be based on a passage, which will

contain some errors. Questions will look something

like this:

For this question, think about how often you hear

people say, “then had taking.” If it sounds odd to you, it is because there is no such verb

tense. This means A is wrong. B and D don’t seem right either. That is because the verb

tense shifts in the sentences. You might not notice this specifically, but you probably

sensed there was something strange about saying Teresa “studied” and then “takes” or

“will take” a break. Contrast this with answer C, which uses the same verb tense

throughout. This is the correct answer.

This question also tests parallelism, which states that objects linked together have to be

similar in tense and number. In this case, the verbs studied, outlined, and taking are series

of actions joined together by the conjunction and. However, the sentence in the question

is incorrect because the verbs—studied, outlined, and taking—are not in the same tense.

Changing taking to took corrects this problem because now all the verbs, studied,

outlined, and took, are in the past tense.

A Closer Look at Phrases

A gerund phrase combines a

gerund with the object of the

gerund or other modifiers. A

gerund is a verb used as a

noun, with an –ing ending.

A participial phrase includes

the participle and the object of

the participle. A participle is a

form of a verb, but it does not

act as a verb. Rather, it acts as

an adjective, often ending in –

ing or –ed.

An infinitive phrase includes

an infinitive and any

modifiers or complements. An

infinitive is always a verb

with to in front of it. The

phrase can serve as a noun, an

adjective, or an adverb.

What is the correct way to write Sentence 5?

A Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper,

and then had taking a break.

B Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper,

and then takes a break.

C Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper,

and then took a break.

D Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper,

and then will take a break.

Phyllis Wheatley

(1) Phyllis Wheatley accomplished many amazing feats in her life. (2) She learned to read

and write. (3) While learning to read and write may not sound like an unusual

accomplishment, Wheatley lived in the American colonies during the late 1700s, when

only a tiny handful of people were actually literate. ( 4) Moreover, Wheatley studied

History, geography, Latin, and many other difficult subjects. (5) In 1767 she publishes her

first poem in a local newspaper. (6) Later, while in London, Wheatley met Selina Hasting,

an English countess who helped her to publish a book of poetry. (7) Wheatley’s book was

the first poetry collection ever published by an African-American writer. (8) As she

toured England to promote her book, noted figures such as Benjamin Franklin and French

writer Voltaire recognized her achievement. (9) Wheatley even sent a poem to George

Washington, praising him for his efforts in the American Revolution. (10) Phyllis

Wheatley’s determination paved the way for the later successes of her life.

1 Which would be the BEST transition to add to the beginning of Sentence 2?

A First,

B However,

C Nevertheless,

D In addition,

2 If this paragraph were in a history report, which of these would BEST replace

the underlined words, a tiny handful, in sentence 3?

A a limited collection

B a small number

C a little bunch

D a microscopic sampling

3 Which sentence contains an error in verb tense?

A Sentence 1

B Sentence 4

C Sentence 5

D Sentence 6

4 Which word in Sentence 4 contains an error in capitalization?

A Wheatley

B History

C geography

D Latin

5 Which phrase from the paragraph is a participial phrase?

A learning to read and write

B to publish a book of poetry

C As she toured England to promote her book

D praising him for his efforts in the American Revolution

Answers to the Content Domain IV Sample Questions

1. Answer: A Standard: Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of the

English language

To answer this question, you need to have a sense of what the whole paragraph is about:

the accomplishments of Phyllis Wheatley. You also need to recognize where you are in

the paragraph: near the beginning. Both B and C are transitions implying contrast, yet

nothing is being contrasted here. Choice D suggests that the author wishes to add to ideas

already stated. The paragraph is just introducing the ideas, however, so A is the most

logical choice.

2. Answer: B Standard: Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of the

English language

In order to answer this question, you must consider the writer’s purpose and audience in

order to make the correct word choice. A history report is an academic piece of writing,

so the language should be formal. You can rule out C because “bunch” is too informal.

Choice D is formal language, but it doesn’t make sense with the subject, a group of

people. Choice A is also somewhat formal but the wording is imprecise. Choice B is

formal enough to fit the purpose of writing and accurate enough to reflect the idea.

Therefore the correct answer is B.

3. Answer: C

English language

This passage is written in the past tense. All the sentences should be in the past tense.

Choices A, B, and D are in the correct tense. Choice C is in the present tense and is the

correct answer.

4. Answer: B Standard: Apply conventions of standard American English and

format

Proper nouns, as in Choices A and D, are capitalized. Geography and history are not

proper nouns. Choice C is not capitalized. B is the choice with the incorrect

capitalization.

5. Answer: D Standard: Demonstrate understanding and control of the rules of the

English language

A participial phrase includes a verb ending in –ing that acts as an adjective. Choice A is a

gerund phrase. Choice B is an infinitive phrase. Choice C is a subordinate clause. Choice

D, a participial phrase, is the correct answer.

